
COSB40: Contemporary South-East Asia - Political Developments and Societal Issues  
Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies, Lund University  

Fall semester 2026 Online 
Period: 30 September  - 1 December (7.5 credits) 

 
Course Director: Chontida Auikool (chontida.auikool@ace.lu.se)   

The course provides a thorough overview of significant political and societal developments that 
have occurred in contemporary South-East Asia. It analyses a number of key issues and challenges 
that characterise contemporary Southeast Asian societies. These components comprise a variety 
of significant issues, including but not limited to authoritarian regimes, democratisation, populism, 
political and social activism, media, minority rights, citizenship, land grabs, environmental 
degradation and civil society. 

Readings and Materials  

These readings provide a picture and in-depth knowledge of all countries in the regions, with an 
emphasis on the political and social situations of each country and region. The selection of 
literature aims to provide students with concise introductions to complex issues and to provide a 
foundation for constructive discussion and active learning in a virtual environment. Students are 
required to complete a minimum of 700-800 pages of reading, from which they may choose 
materials from the literature list to assist them in the process of finalizing their seminar and final 
papers.  

Total pages: 839 pages  

An additional 200 pages may be added to the reading list to keep up with current events and new 
publications and a further optional 100 pages may be added for case studies in particular  Southeast 
Asian countries based on students’ interests.   

Mode of Instruction  

The course is conducted entirely online, with all class meetings taking place via Zoom. Lectures, 
assignments and activities will be posted on Canvas. A stable and reliable internet connection is a 
prerequisite for enrolling in this course.  

Assignments  

The assignments for this course include a seminar paper (3 points) and a take-home final exam 
paper (4.5 points). Both will be uploaded onto Canvas before the deadline. Furthermore, it is 
essential for the students to use the Canvas Discussion Board as a means of engaging in virtual 
discussions and interactions with both the instructor and their fellow classmates. The guidelines 
for both the seminar paper and the take-home final exam paper can be found in the ‘‘seminar’’ 
section below. 

Grading  
 
Seminar paper 3 credits 
Final paper 4.5 credits 
 
Marking scale: Fail, Pass, Pass with distinction  
 



The grade for a non-passing result is Fail. For the grade of Pass on the entire course, the student 
must have been awarded at least a Pass on all assessed components. For the grade Pass with  
Distinction the student must have been awarded Pass with Distinction on more than 50 percent of 
the credits.  
 
Seminars  

There are three seminars :  

1) In the first seminar (without paper), students are required to engage in the Canvas 
Discussion Board on readings and the first two lectures by making comments on the 
discussion board. Besides your own comments, each student is required to comment on at 
least one discussion point brought up by another student by 7 October at 18.00 p.m. 
Swedish time.  
 

2) In the second seminar (with paper), students are required to submit a seminar paper (1500 
words excluding references). The objective of this seminar paper is to delve into the issues 
on Citizenship and Minority in Southeast Asia. The students have the option to write an 
analysis that centers on a particular country within the region. Alternatively, the students 
may choose to engage in comparative studies. The seminar paper should be submitted by 
15 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time. Moreover, the students must engage in the Canvas 
Discussion Board by posting their paper summary/abstract (250-500 words) on the same 
day. Then, the fellow classmates must comment and provide opinions on at least one 
summary/abstract of their peers’ summary/abstract by 16 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish 
time. 
 

3) In the third seminar (without paper), students are required to watch one of the films posted 
on Canvas and participate in an online discussion with their peers through the Canvas 
discussion forum. In your discussion post, you may share your opinions and reflections on 
the film and/or engage with the following questions: 
 

● How does the film portray political regimes and political developments in 
Southeast Asia? 

● What challenges to democratisation and democratic consolidation are highlighted 
in the film? 

● What insights does the film offer into the region’s political, social, and cultural 
dynamics? 

● What are your personal reactions to the film, and what did you learn from it about 
Southeast Asia? 

Students are expected to engage critically with the film and contribute to the discussion 
by responding to at least one classmate’s post by 21 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time 

Final Take-Home Exam 

The take-home exam question will be posted on 23 October at 8.00 a.m. Swedish time. The final 
paper should be approximately 2000-3000 words (excluding references) and must include the 
following sections: title, introduction, main body (with citations from the course literature), 
conclusion, and bibliography. 

The submission deadline is 3 November at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time. 

Formatting  

In general, please either use Times News Roman/Cambria/Helvetica, size 12, 1.5 spacing.  



Referencing  

Please use Chicago 17th (author-date) style or APA (whichever you're more used to/find easier. 
Just be consistent). 

Chicago: https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/referencing/chicago17-author-date/introduction 

Links to an external site. 

 APA https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples 

Links to an external site. 

Note on Sources 
Students are required to engage with the course literature and must use at least 3–4 articles from 
the course reading list in their paper. In addition, students are encouraged to consult relevant 
sources beyond the course literature to support and deepen their understanding of the chosen 
topic. 

Students are also welcome to use sources in local languages, including news reports, academic 
articles, blogs, and other relevant materials. However, the paper should include a brief 
methodological note explaining the student’s language proficiency and/or the use of translation 
tools, where applicable. 

Note on the Use of AI Tools 
AI tools may be used in a limited and responsible manner to support the research and writing 
process. Acceptable uses include brainstorming, language editing, improving clarity and flow, 
and translation assistance. In all cases, students are expected to produce the original analysis, 
argumentation, and writing themselves. Any use of AI tools should be acknowledged in a brief 
methodological note in the paper. 

Re-examination  

A re-examination opportunity will be provided. The re-examination question will be posted on 
20 November at 8.00 a.m. Swedish time. A second re-examination will be held at the end of the 
academic year. All re-examination questions will be published on Canvas.  

Note on Cheating and Plagiarism  

The expectation for this course is that all submitted work is your own writing and analysis.  
References must be clearly cited. While internet sources may be used if they are properly cited,  
cutting and pasting from the internet will not be tolerated. Nor will copying or helping someone 
to cheat. Students who do not abide by these standards will be reported to Lund University’s  
Disciplinary Board. 

Zoom Meetings 

The Course Director will hold two optional Zoom drop-in sessions, each lasting one hour. These 
sessions are an opportunity for students to discuss the course readings and lectures, ask questions 
about assignments, and seek clarification on any course-related topics. 

Session 1 

● Date: 7 October 
● Time: 13:00–14:00 (Swedish time) 

https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/referencing/chicago17-author-date/introduction
https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/referencing/chicago17-author-date/introduction
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples


Session 2 

● Date: 16 October 
● Time: 13:00–14:00 (Swedish time) 

Participation is voluntary, and students are welcome to join either or both sessions. 

Zoom Link 

https://lu-se.zoom.us/j/66633759091?pwd=NEZWSVNJVEpyVlhoaDV4OWk5OVdFdz09 

Meeting Details 

● Meeting ID: 666 3375 9091 
● Password: 28111 

Course Outline  

Lecture 1: Authoritarian Pasts and Presents 
Instructor: Chontida  Auikool 
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 30 September 

This introductory lecture examines the history and development of authoritarianism in the region, 
as well as the regime’s defining characteristics. Furthermore, it employs a comparative analysis 
to examine the recent claims regarding an ‘‘authoritarian turn’’ in Southeast Asian democracies 
across multiple Southeast Asian states.  

Required readings:  

Curato, Nicole, & Fossati, Diego. 2020. “Authoritarian Innovations: Crafting support for a less 
democratic Southeast Asia.” Democratization, 27(6), 1006-1020. (14 pages)  
 
Morgenbesser, Lee. 2016. Behind the façade: Elections under authoritarianism in Southeast  Asia. 
New York: SUNY Press. ISBN: 9781438462882. Introduction & Chapter 1 (s. 1-46).(46 pages)  

Hansson, Eva, Kevin Hewison, and Jim Glassman 2020. "Legacies of the Cold War in East and 
Southeast Asia." Journal of Contemporary Asia 50 (4), 493-510. (18  pages) 

Optional readings : 
 
Kingsbury, Damien. 2017. Politics in Contemporary Southeast Asia: Authority, Democracy and 
Political Change. Chapter 4: Laos, pp. 42-52. (11 pages) Available in the Asia Library and the 
chapter will be made available electronically.  
 
Thompson, Mark R. 2016. ‘‘The Moral Economy of Electoralism and the Rise of Populism in the 
Philippines and Thailand.’’ Journal of Developing Societies 32(3): 246-269.  
 
Sidel, John T. 2008. “Social origins of dictatorship and democracy revisited: colonial state and  
Chinese immigrant in the making of modern Southeast Asia.” Comparative Politics, 40(2),  127-
147.(20 pages)  

Muhtadi, Burhanuddin. 2025 ‘‘Collective Memory, Democratic Ambivalence, and Authoritarian 
Notions of Democracy.’’ Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs 44, 385-412. (28 pages) 
 

https://lu-se.zoom.us/j/66633759091?pwd=NEZWSVNJVEpyVlhoaDV4OWk5OVdFdz09


 
Lecture 2: Democracy struggles   
Instructor: Chontida  Auikool 
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 2 October 

This lecture addresses debates about regime directions in Southeast Asia. The region today sees a 
democratic regression and a move towards autocracy. The class delves into the factors that 
contribute to democratic struggles and the consequential ramifications for regional peace, 
prosperity and justice.  

Required readings :  
McGregor, K. And K. Setiawan. 2019. Shifting from International to ‘Indonesian’ Justice  
Measures: Two Decades of Addressing Past Human Rights Violations. Journal of  Contemporary 
Asia, 48(5): 837-861. (24 pages)  
 
Pepinsky, Thomas. 2015. The global context of regime change. In Routledge Handbook of  
Southeast Asian Democratization (pp. 80-94). Routledge.(14 pages)  
 
Winichakul, Thongchai. 2019. Thailand’s Royal Democracy in Crisis. In M. Montesano, T. 
Chong, & M. Heng (Eds.), After the Coup: The National Council for Peace and Order Era and the 
Future of Thailand (Books and Monographs, pp. 282-307). ISEAS–Yusof Ishak Institute.(26 
pages) 
 
Optional readings:  
 
Sadan, Mandy. 2016. “Can Democracy Cure Myanmar’s Ethnic Conflicts?” Current History,  
September, pp. 214-219.(5 pages)  
 
Slater, Dan. 2009. ‘‘Revolutions, crackdowns, and quiescence: Communal elites and democratic  
mobilization in Southeast Asia.’’ American Journal of Sociology 115(1): 203-254. (51 pages)  
 
Nugroho, Y., & Syarief, S. (2025). From Jokowi to Prabowo: Scrutinizing Indonesia's leadership 
transition. Southeast Asian Affairs, 2025, 142–158. (17 pages) 

Ford, Michele, Michael Gillan and Htwe Htwe Thein. 2015. From Cronyism to Oligarchy?  
Privatisation and Business Elites in Myanmar. Journal of Contemporary Asia, 46(1): 18- 41 
(24 pages).   

Htwe, Tin Maung. 2026. "Pedagogies of Resistance." International Journal of Educational 
Research 137, 1-14.(14 pages) 

Seminar 1 (without paper):  

All students are required to contribute a response to the Canvas Discussion Board in relation to 
the assigned readings and the first two lectures. It is expected that every student provides a 
comment and opinion regarding the assigned readings or lectures. Each student is required to 
provide a response to at least one point of discussion brought up by another student by 7 October 
at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time.  
 
Lecture 3: Populism  
Instructor: Chontida Auikool   
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 5 October  

This lecture focuses on the emergence of populism in Southeast Asia with an emphasis on the 



understanding of populism concept. Furthermore, it discusses the circumstances of Thailand, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines, wherein political leaders effectively implemented a political 
strategy to mobilise the population and bolster their respective standings.  

Required readings:  

Hadiz, V. R., & Robison, R. (2017). Competing populisms in post-authoritarian Indonesia. 
International Political Science Review / Revue Internationale de Science Politique, 38(4), 488–
502.(15 pages) 

Mietzner, Marcus. 2019. Movement leaders, oligarchs, technocrats and autocratic mavericks: 
Populists in contemporary Asia. In De La Torre, C. (Ed.). Routledge handbook of global populism 
(pp. 370-384). Routledge.(14 pages) 

Jayasuriya, Kanishka. 2020. “The rise of the right: Populism and authoritarianism in Southeast  
Asian politics.” Southeast Asian Affairs 2020 (pp. 43-56). (13 pages)  

Optional readings :  
Curato, Nicole. ‘‘Flirting with authoritarian fantasies? Rodrigo Duterte and the new terms of  
Philippine populism’’. Journal of Contemporary Asia 47.1 (2017): 142-153. (11 pages)  
 
Nair, Deepak. 2023. "Populists in the Shadow of Great Power Competition." European 
Journal of International Relations 29 (3), 723-750.(28 pages) 
 
Lecture 4: Political and Social Activism and Media   
Instructor: Chontida Auikool  
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 7 October 

This lecture discusses the roles of media in political and social activism in the region. This 
encompasses the examination of topics such as freedom of expression, censorship, state repression 
and the utilization of social media by both the state and social movements to shape political 
ideologies, sway elections, and target opposition groups.   

Required readings:   
 
Lim, Merlyna. (2017). Freedom to hate: social media, algorithmic enclaves, and the rise of tribal 
nationalism in Indonesia. Critical Asian Studies, 49(3), 411-427.(16 pages)  
 
Sinpeng, Aim. (2020). Digital media, political authoritarianism, and Internet controls in 
Southeast Asia. Media, Culture & Society, 42(1), 25-39.(14 pages)  
 
Tapsell, Ross. (2020). Social Media and Elections in Southeast Asia: The Emergence of 
Subversive, Underground Campaigning. Asian Studies Review, 1-18.(18 pages) 
 
Optional readings  
 
Norén-Nilsson, Astrid. (2020). Fresh News, innovative news: popularizing Cambodia’s 
authoritarian turn. Critical Asian Studies, 1-20.(20 pages)  
 
Sombatpoonsiri, J., & Luong, D. N. A. (2022). Justifying digital repression via “fighting fake 
news”: A study of four Southeast Asian autocracies (pp. 1–38). In Trends in Southeast Asia. 
ISEAS–Yusof Ishak Institute. (38 pages)  



Lecture 5: Citizenship and Minority Rights  
Instructor: Chontida Auikool  
Date/Time: Asynchronous, posted online by 9 October 

This lecture focuses on the place and belonging of minorities in Southeast Asia. It delves into the 
concept of citizenship and discusses the ways minorities in the region are treated both within and 
outside the national framework, with a specific focus on Indonesia, Thailand, and Myanmar. It 
specifically addresses the intricate legal issues involved in this matter.  

Required readings:  

Hearman, Vanessa. 2018. Between citizenship and human rights: the struggle for justice after  
Indonesia’s 1965 mass violence. Citizenship Studies, 22:2, 175-190.(15 pages)   
 
Kyaw, N. (2021). The Excuse of (Il)legality in Discriminating and Persecuting Religious  
Minorities: Anti-Mosque Legal Violence in Myanmar. Asian Journal of Law and Society, 8(1),  
108-131. (23 pages)  
 
Jory, P. (2007). From Melayu Patani to Thai Muslim: The spectre of ethnic identity in southern  
Thailand. South East Asia Research, 15(2), 255–279.(24 pages)  
 
Optional readings  
Jones, Sidney (2019). Manipulating minorities and majorities: reflections on ‘contentious 
belonging’. In Greg Fealy and Ronit Ricci (eds.), Contentious Belonging: The Place of 
Minorities in Indonesia, 255-266. (12 pages). 
Rhoads, Elizabeth (2023). "Citizenship Denied, Deferred and Assumed." Citizenship Studies 27 
(1), 38-58. (21 pages) 
 
Seb Rumsby (2026) Social Mobility, Competition, Citizenship, and Brokerage on Different 
Margins of Vietnamese Society, Critical Asian Studies, 58:1, 101-121. (21 pages) 
 
Seminar 2 (with paper):   
 

Students are required to submit a seminar paper (1500 words excluding references). The objective 
of this seminar paper is to delve into the issue of citizenship and minority rights in Southeast Asia. 
The students have the option to write an analysis that centers on a particular country within the 
region. Alternatively, the students may choose to engage in comparative studies. The seminar 
paper should be uploaded to the ‘‘Assignments’’ in Canvas by 15 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish 
time. Moreover, the students must engage in the Canvas Discussion Board by posting their paper 
summary/abstract (250-500 words) on the same day. Then, the fellow classmates must comment 
and provide opinions on at least one summary/abstract of their peers’ summary/abstract by 16 
October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time. 

Lecture 6: Land Issues  
Instructor: Chontida Auikool  
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 12 October   

This lecture focuses on historical and present-day land concerns in Southeast Asia, with an 
emphasis on land tenure systems and the interconnections among land, people, economy, and 
politics. In class, students will be introduced to contemporary land cases and their ramifications 
on society, the environment, and human rights will be discussed. 



Required readings:  

Herwati, S., & Sumarlan, Y. (2016). Peasants’ land rights claims over plantation companies'  
sites in central java, Indonesia (1998-2014). Indonesia Law Review, 6(1), 111-133. (22 pages)  
Lucas, Anton, & Warren, Carol. 2003. “The State, the People, and Their Mediators: The  Struggle 
over Agrarian Law Reform in Post-New Order Indonesia.” Indonesia, (76), 87-126. (30 pages)  
Laungaramsri, Pinkaew. (2015). Commodifying Sovereignty: Special Economic Zones and the 
neoliberalization of the Lao Frontier. In Yos Santasombat (Ed.), Impact of China’s Rise on the 
Mekong Region. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. S. 117-146. (30 pages)  

Optional readings  
 
Boomgaard, Peter. (2011). Long-Term Changes in Land-Tenure Arrangements in Pre-Modern  
and Early-Modern Southeast Asia: An Introduction. Journal of the Economic and Social  History 
of the Orient, 54(4), 447-454. (7 pages)  
 
Aban, Ananeza (2025). Rediscovering the Sacred Among Agrarian Societies: The Tara Bandu 
Case in Timor Leste. In: Sy, J.M.C., Aban, A.P. (eds) Reimagining Development in Southeast 
Asia. Asia in Transition, vol 21. Springer, Singapore. 153-165. Available as an Ebook via 
LUBSearch (13 pages)  
 
Lecture 7: Environment issues  
Instructor: Chontida Auikool  
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 14 October  

The lecture provides an overview of environmental issues in Southeast Asia. It outlines how the 
region has experienced economic growth and how this growth has brought about environmental 
issues such as deforestation, air pollution and water scarcity. In addition, challenges dealing with 
regional cooperation and civil society movements regarding environmental protection will also be 
discussed. 

Required readings:  

Elliott, Lorraine. (2012).  Climate Change and Migration in Southeast Asia: Responding to a 
New Human Security Challenge. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 20, 1 -13. (13 
pages) Tillgänglig online: https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/2000/01/Monograph24.pdf 

Nurhidyah, L., Alam, S., & Lipman, Z. (2015). The Influence of International Law upon 
ASEAN Approaches in Addressing Transboundary Haze Pollution in Southeast Asia. 
Contemporary Southeast Asia, 37(2), 183-210. (27 pages) 

Murray, H. (2021). Upstream Dams Threaten the Economy and the Security of the Mekong 
Region. Perspectives, 34, 1-9.  Available online: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-
commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-34-upstream-dams-threaten-the-economy-and-the-
security-of-the-mekong-region-by-murray-hiebert/ 

Optional readings: 

Ellinof, E. and V. Lamb. 2022. Environmentalisms in Twenty-First Century Thailand: 
Continuities, Discontinuities, and Emerging Trajectories. Journal of Contemporary Asia. (20 
pages) 

https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2000/01/Monograph24.pdf
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2000/01/Monograph24.pdf
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2000/01/Monograph24.pdf


Tomsa, Dirk, and Narissa Bax. 2023 “Democratic Regression and Environmental Politics in 
Indonesia.” Asian Studies Review 47, no. 4 (2023), 740–760. ( 20 pages) 

Lecture 8: Social movement and Civil Society  

Instructor: Chontida Auikool 
Date/Time: Asynchronous posted online by 16 October  
  
This lecture provides an overview of the present-day civil society in Southeast Asia, with a 
particular focus on social movements. It offers a comprehensive picture of social movements in 
the Southeast Asian region, encompassing a wide range of movements including those of a 
political, gender-related, and religious nature. Additionally, it delves into the challenges and 
obstacles faced by these movements within the context of authoritarianism prevalent in Southeast 
Asia.   

Required readings:  
 
Hewison, Kevin. 2017. ”Rethinking Southeast Asian Civil Society”, New Mandala, 5 s.  
Available online: http://www.newmandala.org/illiberal-civil-society/  
 
Weiss, Meredith (2020). “Can Civil Society Safeguard Rights in Asia?” Asian Studies Review,  
1-15. (15 pages)  
 
Rinaldo, R. (2008). Envisioning the Nation: Women Activists, Religion and the Public Sphere in 
Indonesia. Social Forces, 86(4), 1781–1804. (24 pages) 
 
Abidin Kusno (2023) Diaspora and civil society: a commentary, Canadian Foreign Policy 
Journal, 29(2), 222-227.( 6 pages) 

Optional readings (choose at least one according to your interests):  
 
Norén-Nilsson, A. & Savirani, A. (2023). Chapter 5: Youth Activism and Elite Reproduction in 
Cambodia and Indonesia. In Astrid Norén-Nilsson, Amalinda Savirani & Anders Uhlin (Eds), 
Civil Society Elites. NIAS. (14 pages) 
https://www.niaspress.dk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Noren-Nilsson-open-access.pdf 

Weiss, Meredith. 2015. Civil society and democratisation in Southeast Asia: what is the  
connection?. In Routledge Handbook of Southeast Asian Democratization (pp. 147-158).  
Routledge. (11 pages)  

Seminar 3 (without paper) 
 
Students are required to watch one of the films posted on Canvas and participate in an online 
discussion with their peers through the Canvas discussion forum. Students are expected to engage 
critically with the film and contribute to the discussion by responding to at least one classmate’s 
post by 21 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time 

Final paper  

The take-home exam question will be posted on 23 October at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time. The 
final paper must be submitted on 3 November at 18.00 p.m. Swedish time  

https://www.niaspress.dk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Noren-Nilsson-open-access.pdf

